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October 11, 2016 
  
PLACER COUNTY SUPERVISORS GIVE FINAL APPROVAL 
TO NORTH TAHOE DEVELOPMENT 
  
CONSERVATIONISTS VOW TO TAKE MARTIS 
VALLEY WEST PROJECT TO COURT 
  
Auburn, Calif. –The Placer County Board of Supervisors gave its final approval to the Martis 
Valley West proposal today, voting 4-1 for the controversial North Tahoe development project.
 
“Today’s approval was a vote against everything we love about Martis Valley and North Lake 
Tahoe,” said Tom Mooers of Sierra Watch.  “It was also illegal, and we’re committed to take 
action to defend Tahoe’s incredible scenery and the clarity of the lake itself.”
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                                      Pictured: North Lake Tahoe from Martis Peak
 
The final vote came after the Board had given initial approval of the project at a packed public 
hearing in North Lake Tahoe on September 13.  The September hearing included hours of public 
testimony, most in opposition to the project. 
 
The Martis Valley West proposal has become, along with KSL Capital Partners’ Squaw Valley 
project, one of two high-profile, controversial development issues that will shape the future of 
North Tahoe.
 
The Martis project is proposed for a portion of SPI’s 7,568-acre property, extending from Martis 
Peak, across Highway 267 towards Northstar, and over the rim of the Tahoe Basin.



 
Most of the property (6,376 acres) is on the Martis Peak, or east, side of Highway 267; 1,192 
acres are on the west side; and a small portion (about 140 acres) falls in the Tahoe Basin. 
 
The Martis Valley West project proposes 760 new dwelling units in a gated subdivision in the 
middle portion of SPI’s property, between Highway 267 and Northstar.

Regional conservation groups, including the League to Save Lake Tahoe, Mountain Area 
Preservation, Sierra Club, and Sierra Watch, have lined up in opposition to the project.
 
Last month they were joined by the California State Attorney General, who sent a scathing letter 
to Placer County pointing out the illegality of approval. 
 
“We are concerned about the impacts that development will have within the Tahoe Basin,” reads 
the letter from the Attorney General, urging Placer County to deny the project.
 
On July 7, 2016, the Placer County Planning Commission agreed with opponents.  Citing 
potential impacts to traffic, fire safety, and Tahoe, the Commission voted to recommend denial of 
the project.
 
But, at its subsequent September hearing, a majority of the Board of Supervisors disregarded the 
opposition – and the Planning Commission’s recommendation – and gave initial approval of the 
project. 
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Pictured: September Supervisors hearing on Martis Valley West.
 
As part of their rationale for approval, the County pointed to an agreement between the 
developer and land trusts – Truckee Donner Land Trust and the Trust for Public Land – to 
purchase the eastern portion of the property for conservation.  But, in a letter to the County, the 
land trusts made it clear that there is no such deal.
 



“While we are hopeful for the opportunity to put the East Parcel in public or land trust 
ownership ensuring public access and enhanced protection of its resources,” the land trusts told 
Placer County, “it is premature to assume it will be successful.”
 
Regardless, the Board followed through with final approval today.
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Pictured: Stacy Wydra of Placer County planning staff urges
the Board to approve the project at today’s hearing.
 
Supervisor Jennifer Montgomery, who represents the district that includes North Tahoe, cast the 
lone vote against the project.  She pointed to the letter from the land trusts to explain her vote.
 
“This is not meaningful conservation,” said Montgomery.
 
Today’s vote comes in the context of California’s state planning laws, which require decision-
makers to conduct a thorough review of a development project’s potential impacts.  According to 
the region’s conservation groups – as well as the state Attorney General, Placer County failed to 
meet the basic standards state law.
 
They have thirty days to file suit.
 
Tom Mooers
Executive Director
Sierra Watch


